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There	are	no	alternatives	to	the	European	project!	

We	need	to	work	together	for	a	political	relaunch	of	our	common	future	

	

Today	is	a	sad	day	for	the	European	Union.	It	marks	the	start	of	a	period	of	uncertainty	for	
the	 EU,	 as	well	 as	 for	 the	United	 Kingdom.	After	 the	 referendum	 result	 deciding	 that	 the	
United	Kingdom	will	leave	the	European	Union,	we	cannot	close	our	eyes.	Very	recently	and	
for	different	reasons,	we	faced	the	possibility	of	the	exit	of	Greece,	risk	that	is	still	present.	
	
In	 the	 EU	 countries,	 with	 few	 exceptions,	 we	 witness	 growing	 support	 to	 populist	 and	
Eurosceptic	movements.	Those	who	love	Europe,	those	who	believe	in	Europe,	cannot	limit	
their	action	to	a	mere	technical	and	economical	defence.	We	have	to	relaunch	the	political	
project	of	our	 common	destiny.	We	need	 to	act	 fast,	with	 the	 spirit	and	 the	values	of	 the	
founding	 fathers	of	 the	EU	–	Adenauer,	Churchill,	De	Gasperi,	Monnet,	Schuman	 ,	Spinelli.	
There	 are	 no	 alternatives	 to	 the	 European	 project	 –	 our	 citizens	 need	more	 Europe,	 our	
Member	 States	 need	 more	 unity!	 The	 European	 project	 has	 to	 be	 relaunched	 with	 the	
creation	of	the	United	States	of	Europe,	and	the	creation	of	a	real,	operational	government.		
	
This	 does	 not	 imply	 deleting	 the	 specificity,	 the	 characteristics,	 and	 the	 traditions	 of	 the	
individual	States,	but	creating	a	Union	capable	of	protecting	their	development	and	growth,	
which	cannot	be	delegated	to	technocracy	or	to	the	banking	system.	
	
In	light	of	the	values	guiding	our	action,	values	which	are	indissolubly	tight	to	the	European	
project,	the	European	Association	for	Local	Democracy	(ALDA)	cannot	passively	observe	this	
situation.	 To	 further	 enhance	 our	 role,	 encompassing	 the	 promotion	 of	 the	 democratic	
rights,	which	are	the	foundation	of	the	EU,	ALDA	will	work	harder	to	refresh	the	population	
desire	 to	 be	 part	 of	 a	 stronger	 European	 Union,	 both	 in	 the	 Member	 States	 and	 in	 the	
Neighborhood	countries.	
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